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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1: Claims 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 12, 13, 17, 19, 21-25 and 51-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by JP 09-130668 Hoshi. 

2: As for Claim 1, Hoshi teaches in the abstract circuitry to provide remote slow shutter 
processing of a video signal from a video source, comprising: Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0007] 
A memory (18), remote from the video source, to store a digital representation of a selected 
video signal; and Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0028] signaling means to provide a write control 
signal that controls whether a portion of the selected video signal is stored in the memory. 
3: As for Claim 3, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0032] wherein the write control signal is a 
don't-write signal. 

4: In regards to Claim 4, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0043] wherein the signaling means 
synchronizes the capture and refresh display of images from the selected video source when 
operating in a slow shutter mode. 

5: As for Claim 5, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0024-0025] the signaling means provides 
bi-directional control signals, including the write control signal, between the selected video 
source and the memory. 
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6: In regards to Claim 6, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0022 and 0024] the bi-directional 
control signals further include an enable-slow-shutter signal to enable operation of a slow-shutter 
mode of the image sensor of the video source, and the write control signal is a don't-write signal 
when slow-shutter mode is enabled in the video source and the image sensor has not 
accumulated an image for a predefined slow-shutter speed. 

7: In regards to Claim 12, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0020] the signaling means includes: 
an enable-detector circuit to detect the enable-slow-shutter signal; and a generate-don't-write- 
signal circuit to generate the don't-write signal; Paragraph [0032]. 
8: As for Claim 13, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0024] the signaling means includes: 
A generate-enable signal circuit (G) to generate the enable-slow-shutter signal; This is viewed by 
the examiner as the mode of operation circuit that can place the camera in slow shutter mode. 
Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0028] a detect-don't-write-signal circuit to detect the don't-write 
signal, wherein the memory maintains the stored signal in the memory when the detect-don't- 
write-signal circuit detects the don't-write signal. 

9: As for Claim 17, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0030] the memory (D) stores a 
predetermined number of fields to provide an image history track. Hoshi teaches that the 
memory (D) can store one field period. Therefore, this provides an image history track of one 
field. 

10: As for Claim 19, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0028] a switch (G) to provide an enable 
slow shutter signal to enable remote digital slow speed shutter video processing in the video 
source. 
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11: As for Claim 21, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0009 and 0012] an image sensor (10) to 
sense image information; and a generate-write-control-signal circuit to provide a write control 
signal when digital slow speed shutter is enabled in the camera. 

12: In regards to Claim 22, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0028] wherein write control signal is 
a don't- write signal. 

13: As for Claim 23, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0028 and 0009-0012] A detect-enable 
signal circuit to detect an enable-slow-shutter signal to operate the image sensor in a slow shutter 
mode. 

14: In regards to Claim 24, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0028] a switch (G) to provide an 

enable-slow-shutter signal to operate the image sensor (A) in a slow shutter mode. 

15: As for Claim 25, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0028 and 0029] video circuitry to generate 

a video signal (SI and S2) from the image information, wherein the detect enable circuit detects 

the enable slow shutter signal. Hoshi teaches that the video signal will be generated based on the 

mode of operation that is designated by the mode-of-operation setting means. 

16: As for Claim 51, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0030-0032] a method of operating a video 

system including at least one video source (A), the method comprising: providing a write control 

signal in response to the enable slow shutter signal (G); and updating a state of a digital image 

from the at least one video source in a remote memory (D) in response to the write control 

signal. 

17: In regards to Claim 52, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0028] further comprising: 
generating an enable slow shutter signal remote from the at least one video source, wherein the 
write control signal is provided in response to the enable slow shutter signal. 
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18: As for Claim 53, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0032] wherein the write control signal is a 
don't write signal (SC). 

19: In regards to Claim 54, Hoshi teaches the remote memory (D) is located at a different 
location from the at least one video source (A). The memory and the image sensor are viewed by 
the examiner as being at different locations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

20: Claims 2, 14, 15, 32-34, 39, 42-44 and 48- 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over JP 09-130668 Hoshi in view of USPN 5,821,995 Nisikawa. 
21 : In regards to Claim 2, Hoshi teaches the claimed invention as discussed in Claim 1 . 
However, Hoshi only teaches that one image sensor is connected to the image processing system 
and does not teach the use of a selector to select one of a plurality of video sources as the 
selected video source. 

Nisikawa teaches on Column 6, Lines 19-25 and Column 7, Lines 52-55 and depicts in 
Figure 4 that it is advantageous to design an imaging system to be able to transmit multiplexed 
video signals so that a remote user can view a plurality of video signals. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the camera system of Hoshi to receive a multiplexed video signal 
having a plurality of video signals from a plurality of cameras as taught by Nisikawa in order to 
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enable a user to view a plurality of video signals from several cameras over a single transmission 
path. 

22: In regards to Claim 14, Nisikawa further teaches the selector includes a switch (31) it is 
inherent that the switch be an NxM switch. 

23: As for Claim 15, Nisikawa further teaches on Column 6, Lines 20-25 that the signals are 
multiplexed. Therefore, it is inherent that the selector includes a multiplexer. 
24: In regards to Claim 32, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0007] a memory (D) to store digital 
image data representing a video signal from an image sensor (A); Hoshi teaches on Paragraph 
[0009 and 0012] write control circuitry to detect a write control signal when digital slow speed 
shutter operation is enabled, wherein the memory (D) is updated based on the write control 
signal. However, Hoshi only teaches that one image sensor is connected to the image processing 
system and does not teach the use of a selector to select one of a plurality of video sources as the 
selected video source. 

Nisikawa teaches on Column 6, Lines 19-25 and Column 7, Lines 52-55 and depicts in 
Figure 4 that it is advantageous to design an imaging system to be able to transmit multiplexed 
video signals so that a remote user can view a plurality of video signals. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the camera system of Hoshi to receive a multiplexed video signal 
having a plurality of video signals from a plurality of cameras as taught by Nisikawa in order to 
enable a user to view a plurality of video signals from several cameras over a single transmission 
path. 
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25: As for Claim 33, Hoshi further teaches on Paragraph [0032] wherein the write control 
signal is a don't write signal (SC) and the digital image data stored in the memory (D) is 
maintained when the write control signal is detected. 

26: In regards to Claim 34, Hoshi further teaches on Paragraph [0028] enable circuitry to 
provide an enable slow shutter signal to enable digital slow speed shutter operation. This is 
viewed by the examiner as the mode of operation setting means (G) that sets the camera into a 
slow shutter mode. 

27: As for Claim 39, Official notice is taken that is was well know in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide camera control signals on separate control lines than the video 
signal to simplify the design. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the write control signal separate from the 
video signal to simplify the design of the camera system. 

28: In regards to Claim 42, Hoshi teaches on Paragraph [0007] a memory (D) to store digital 
image data representing a video signal from an image sensor (A); Hoshi teaches on Paragraph 
[0009 and 0012] write control circuitry to detect a write control signal when digital slow speed 
shutter operation is enabled, wherein the memory (D) is updated based on the write control 
signal. However, Hoshi only teaches that one image sensor is connected to the image processing 
system and does not teach the use of a selector to select one of a plurality of video sources as the 
selected video source. 

Nisikawa teaches on Column 6, Lines 19-25 and Column 7, Lines 52-55 and depicts in 
Figure 4 that it is advantageous to design an imaging system to be able to transmit multiplexed 
video signals so that a remote user can view a plurality of video signals. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the camera system of Hoshi to receive a multiplexed video signal 
having a plurality of video signals from a plurality of cameras as taught by Nisikawa in order to 
enable a user to view a plurality of video signals from several cameras over a single transmission 
path. 

29: As for Claim 43, Hoshi further teaches on Paragraph [0028] enable circuitry to provide 
an enable slow shutter signal to enable digital slow speed shutter operation. This is viewed by the 
examiner as the mode of operation setting means (G) that sets the camera into a slow shutter 
mode. 

30: In regards to Claim 44, Hoshi further teaches on Paragraph [0032] wherein the write 
control signal is a don't write signal (SC) and the digital image data stored in the memory (D) is 
maintained when the write control signal is detected. 

31: In regards to Claim 48, Official notice is taken that is was well know in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide camera control signals on separate control lines than the video 
signal to simplify the design. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the write control signal separate from the 
video signal to simplify the design of the camera system. 

32: As for Claim 49, Nisikawa further teaches the selector includes a switch (3 1) it is 
inherent that the switch be an NxM switch. 

33: In regards to Claim 50, Nisikawa further teaches on Column 6, Lines 20-25 that the 
signals are multiplexed. Therefore, it is inherent that the selector includes a multiplexer. 
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34: Claims 35-38, 45-47 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over JP 09-130668 Hoshi in view of USPN 5,821,995 Nisikawa in further view of USPN 
4,191,969 Briand et al. 

35: As for Claim 35, Hoshi in view of Nisikawa teaches the claimed invention as discussed in 
Claim 34. Hoshi teaches the use of an enable slow shutter signal and a video signal. However, 
Hoshi in view of Nisikawa does not teach that the control signal can be superimposed on the 
selected video signal. 

Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 65-68 and Column 5, 
Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as signaling channels 
into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al teaches that this 
method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within the blanking and 
synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to superimpose the control signals of Hoshi into the video signal by 
encoding the signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of the video signal 
as taught by Briand et al in order to allows for faster transmission over a single communications 
channel. 

36: In regards to Claim 36, Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 
65-68 and Column 5, Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as 
signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al 
teaches that this method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within 
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the blanking and synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster 
transmission over a single communications channel. Since the control signals are superimposed 
in the vertical blanking interval, it is inherent that the control signal is a pulse of at least a 
predetermined duration. The examiner notes that this limitation is broad and is viewed by the 
examiner as any electrical signal that exists in the banking interval. 

37: As for Claim 37, Hoshi in view of Nisikawa teaches the claimed invention as discussed in 
Claim 32. Hoshi teaches the use of an enable slow shutter signal and a video signal. However, 
Hoshi in view of Nisikawa does not teach that the control signal can be superimposed on the 
selected video signal. 

Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 65-68 and Column 5, 
Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as signaling channels 
into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al teaches that this 
method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within the blanking and 
synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to superimpose the control signals of Hoshi into the video signal by 
encoding the signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of the video signal 
as taught by Briand et al in order to allows for faster transmission over a single communications 
channel. 

38: In regards to Claim 38, It is inherent that the write control signal in the vertical blanking 
interval of the video signal be a pulse having at least a predetermined threshold voltage. It should 
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be noted that the claim is written very broadly and the limitation a predetermined threshold 
voltage is viewed as being any voltage. 

39: As for Claim 45, Hoshi in view of Nisikawa teaches the claimed invention as discussed in 
Claim 42. Hoshi teaches the use of an enable slow shutter signal and a video signal. However, 
Hoshi in view of Nisikawa does not teach that the control signal can be superimposed on the 
selected video signal. 

Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 65-68 and Column 5, 
Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as signaling channels 
into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al teaches that this 
method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within the blanking and 
synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to superimpose the control signals of Hoshi into the video signal by 
encoding the signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of the video signal 
as taught by Briand et al in order to allows for faster transmission over a single communications 
channel. 

40: In regards to Claim 46, Hoshi in view of Nisikawa teaches the claimed invention as 
discussed in Claim 43. Hoshi teaches the use of an enable slow shutter signal and a video signal. 
However, Hoshi in view of Nisikawa does not teach that the control signal can be superimposed 
on the selected video signal. 
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Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 65-68 and Column 5, 
Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as signaling channels 
into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al teaches that this 
method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within the blanking and 
synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel. Since the control signals are superimposed in the vertical blanking 
interval, it is inherent that the control signal is a pulse of at least a predetermined duration. The 
examiner notes that this limitation is broad and is viewed by the examiner as any electrical signal 
that exists in the banking interval. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to superimpose the control signals of Hoshi into the video signal by 
encoding the signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of the video signal 
as taught by Briand et al in order to allows for faster transmission over a single communications 
channel. 

41: As for Claim 47, Hoshi in view of Nisikawa teaches the claimed invention as discussed in 
Claim 42. Hoshi teaches the use of an enable slow shutter signal and a video signal. However, 
Hoshi in view of Nisikawa does not teach that the control signal can be superimposed on the 
selected video signal. 

Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 65-68 and Column 5, 
Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as signaling channels 
into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al teaches that this 
method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within the blanking and 
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synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel. It is inherent that the write control signal in the vertical blanking 
interval of the video signal be a pulse having at least a predetermined threshold voltage. It should 
be noted that the claim is written very broadly and the limitation a predetermined threshold 
voltage is viewed as being any voltage. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to superimpose the control signals of Hoshi into the video signal by 
encoding the signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of the video signal 
as taught by Briand et al in order to allows for faster transmission over a single communications 
channel. 

42: In regards to Claim 56, Official notice is taken that is was well know in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide camera control signals on separate control lines than the video 
signal to simplify the design. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the write control signal separate from the 
video signal to simplify the design of the camera system. 

43: Claims 8, 26-29 and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 
09-130668 Hoshi in view of USPN 4,191,969 Briand et al 

44: In regards to Claim 8, Hoshi teaches the claimed invention as discussed in Claim 1 . 
Hoshi teaches the use of an enable slow shutter signal and a video signal. However, Hoshi does 
not teach that the control signal can be superimposed on the selected video signal. 

Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 65-68 and Column 5, 
Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as signaling channels 
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into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al teaches that this 
method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within the blanking and 
synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to superimpose the control signals of Hoshi into the video signal by 
encoding the signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of the video signal 
as taught by Briand et al in order to allows for faster transmission over a single communications 
channel. 

45: In regards to Claim 26, Hoshi teaches the claimed invention as discussed in Claim 21 . 
Hoshi teaches the use of an enable slow shutter signal and a video signal. However, Hoshi does 
not teach that the control signal can be superimposed on the selected video signal. 

Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 65-68 and Column 5, 
Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as signaling channels 
into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al teaches that this 
method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within the blanking and 
synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to superimpose the don't write signal control signal of Hoshi into the video 
signal by encoding the signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of the 
video signal as taught by Briand et al in order to allows for faster transmission over a single 
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communications channel. 

46: As for Claim 27, Hoshi teaches the claimed invention as discussed in Claim 21 . Hoshi 
teaches the use of an enable slow shutter signal and a video signal. However, Hoshi does not 
teach that the control signal can be superimposed on the selected video signal. 

Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 65-68 and Column 5, 
Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as signaling channels 
into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al teaches that this 
method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within the blanking and 
synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to superimpose the don't write signal control signal of Hoshi into the video 
signal by encoding the signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of the 
video signal as taught by Briand et al in order to allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel. 

47: In regards to Claim 28, Hoshi teaches the claimed invention as discussed in Claim 21 . 
Hoshi teaches the use of an enable slow shutter signal and a video signal. However, Hoshi does 
not teach that the control signal can be superimposed on the selected video signal. 

Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 65-68 and Column 5, 
Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as signaling channels 
into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al teaches that this 
method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within the blanking and 
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synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to superimpose the don't write signal control signal of Hoshi into the video 
signal by encoding the signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of the 
video signal as taught by Briand et al in order to allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel. 

48: As for Claim 29, wherein the generate write control signal circuit superimposes the don't 
write signal as a pulse in a vertical blanking interval of the video signal 

Hoshi teaches the claimed invention as discussed in Claim 21 . Hoshi teaches the use of an enable 
slow shutter signal and a video signal. However, Hoshi does not teach that the control signal can 
be superimposed on the selected video signal. 

Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 65-68 and Column 5, 
Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as signaling channels 
into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al teaches that this 
method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within the blanking and 
synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel. Since the control signals are superimposed in the vertical blanking 
interval, it is inherent that the control signal is a pulse of at least a predetermined duration. The 
examiner notes that this limitation is broad and is viewed by the examiner as any electrical signal 
that exists in the banking interval. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to superimpose the don't write signal control signal of Hoshi into the video 
signal by encoding the signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of the 
video signal as taught by Briand et al in order to allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel. 

49: As for Claim 55, Hoshi teaches the claimed invention as discussed in Claim 21 . Hoshi 
teaches the use of an enable slow shutter signal and a video signal. However, Hoshi does not 
teach that the control signal can be superimposed on the selected video signal. 

Briand et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 19-26, Column 2, Lines 65-68 and Column 5, 
Lines 23-25 and Column 4, lines 46-51 a method for encoding data such as signaling channels 
into the blanking and synchronization signals of a video signal. Briand et al teaches that this 
method of transmitting data channels superimposed on the video signal within the blanking and 
synchronization signals is advantageous because it allows for faster transmission over a single 
communications channel 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to superimpose the write control signal of Hoshi into the video signal by 
encoding the signaling channels into the blanking and synchronization signals of the video signal 
as taught by Briand et al in order to allows for faster transmission over a single communications 
channel. 

50: Claims 7 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 09- 
130668 Hoshi. 
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51: As for Claim 7, Official notice is taken that is was well know in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide camera control signals on separate control lines than the video 
signal to simplify the design. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the write control signal separate from the 
video signal to simplify the design of the camera system. 

52: In regards to Claim 30, Official notice is taken that is was well know in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide camera control signals on separate control lines than the video 
signal to simplify the design. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the enable slow shutter signal separate from 
the video signal to simplify the design of the camera system. 



53 : Claims 9-11, 16, 1 8, 20, 3 1 , 40 and 4 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. USPN 4,584,613 Amari et al teaches the use of an apparatus for recording video 
signals at a plurality of different recording speeds; USPN 6,573,93 1 Horii et al teaches the use of 
an information transmission method; USPN 5,526,050 King et al teaches the use of an apparatus 
for concurrently acquiring video data from multiple video data sources. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M Hannett whose telephone number is 703-305-7880. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:00 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



James M. Hannett 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2612 



JMH 

March 11, 2004 




